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I had been . yAustralia for three

*

and a half -#s when I decided to
have g rally good look at the

country sd its people. I was then
working/in the Eastern States and
wished to go to Western Australia,
some 2,000 miles away. The most
practical way to do this would
have been the conventional meth-
ods, such as ear, plane, train, etc.,
but how uninteresting; so I thought

rl, about it a while and came up with
the idea of using a HORSE.

But how to obtain a horse suit-
able for such a journey of at least
1500 riding miles. It must have an
easy comfortable pace, be able to
walk well, and, most important, be
quiet 1n traffic. Having shopped
around for a time I found a horse
dealer who knew what I would
need, and he came up with a pinto
which he had trained and used as
a rodeo pick-up horse and had all
iy — the attributes previously mention-
b oad.

"'* . He was 16.3 hands, dark brown
B T ‘and white, handsome in a heavy
'} built way. The dealer then found
.~ me a pack-horse a grey, 15 hands,
and a good pace to fit my Pinto.
~ This dealer was also to find me the
saddlery I needed, including an
* American style cowboy saddle with
% the horn on the front to tie the
: pack horse to. This saddle is good
for walking and very comfortable
but I haven't discovered how one
does much else in it!

ﬂ

i I.also found a Kelpie dog to keep
me company and named all of my
g amimals by Australian s]g ng

:1;0!'_ meaning the truth or a reliable
- Person, Smoke-oh, meaning a lunch
ﬁe break or midmorning snack,
g theck horse, and the dog was

teol .

Migger — he’s still digging!
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the people of Gosford.

The day arrived which had been
set for départum and 1t was l'ainm.s;
but this did not dampen my Spirits
or mv nervousness that I had “bif.:
ten c;ff more than I could chew.”
There were a lot of people to se€
me off and I know there were bets
that I would not even get over the
mountains, let alone to Port Augus-
ta 1200 miles away. At Port Augus-
ta I was to entrain the horses for
Kalgoorlie, as it would have been
foolhardie to try and ride the 1100
miles across the Nullabour Plain,
and extremely uninteresting.

The first day of the trip was not
entirely successful; I did not sad-
dle my horses and whether 1 can
blame this I don’t know, but about
fifteen miles out the pack slipped
and before I could do anything
Smoke-oh had bucked the lot off,
which was a fair bit, all over the
road, and departed for home. He
was caught, luckily for me, about a
half mile back, but the saddlery
was all over everywhere, amongst
some trees, and down a gully, and
on the road. I had a boy with me
to show me where to go for the
first night and he helped me col-
lect the things and a car took them
on. On inspection it proved seven
straps were torn, the saddle tree
broken, and one of the bags was
ripped the camera and the gun
broken. This was not the only in-
cident of the day as we encounter-
ed our first of many bad and stupid
drivers, a semi-trailer truck came
round a corner and let its air
brakes off, right beside me. My
horses did nothing but the pony
the boy was riding deposited him
and the saddle in the ditch and
frightened the boy quite consider-
ably. If only people would think
before they try to be funny, with-
out considering how dangerous it
IS.

The next day I returned to where
I had started, in a car, and had the
tt:il:funagver repaired and a new saddle
ree sent u
able to retfmﬁf}?;t Sxfizﬁiy{ B
the next day, all inta 5 e

; ct again.
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jammer. The horses did armt seem t
«uffer at all, apart h‘*pi;‘é runn
in the morning. They wer
and had

very good winter f:f);;_tf. fi‘{'aaz; ,.,.H:’a
was pretty hard on th;:l“rl :i.f(:ln
very steep and narrow k:f_m.m:r}. J
loaded horse seems 10O find _}L 3
hard to climb up as to dii:‘_éfj(f:ﬂ.d.ﬂw
only averaged about ten ml]f_::-:.’h
day the first two weeks. Ove:y {

whole distance we aw:rz%ged abou
20 miles a day, taking eighty dgy
to cover the 1575 miles actually rid
den. It was about 250 miles to g€
out of the steep hilly Counftry. Wi
rode about five days a week, rest
ing the other two days. This seem
ed the best way to keep the hOl"SjEE
fit and not too tired. It is very tr-
ing on oneself to ride a tired horse

noses '
never rugged at night

When I got out of the scenic
mountains 1 passed into very rich
wheat and sheep country, leaving
behind the dirty coal mining town
of Lithgrow anld moved south to the
real “country” town of Bathurst
and on to Cowra. I was very for-
tunate In receiving an invitation to
look at the Red Shadow stud for
trotters; and here many mares came
to be serviced from all over Aus-
tralia, and two stallions from Amer-
Ica stand as well as some top Aus-
tralian stallions.

I feel I should say what
OUs reception I rece
people in the
through, and on the
stopped at. I was

_ a4 marvel]-
Ived from many
towns I passed

properties 1
wished good luck
ancﬁlql many g friendly wave fron
pPassers by and taken into the
homes of many kind and g

B ol cnerous
pef)p]e, 2IVIng me

ad bed for the
K for the horses.

them insisted T
should stay an extra day or two to

r«ist the horses and to have g2 loo}
g m prs of the distriet. Only
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ichi ..: our pioneering ancestors,
y rich! pning he hopped a 40-gallon drum l

eaving gnd various poles and wire netting
 town 1 had put in a gap in a fence; he
1to the’ L34 hobbles on, too! He ended that
athurst J pight tied to a tree.

pens to the ore when 1t 1S brougn!

up.

Travelling north and then west
we crossed the north wheat belt of
Victoria. Here soil conservation 1s

used extensively as the pioneers in

el for-: Shoeing was quite a problem, I their haste to clear the land did

il had to iave D%nkie re;h(jd af,tf-*r not realize what they were doing,

i o only 75 miles. It was very lucky f(;i' and the soil is very light and drifts

f if; | me that, although the art of shoeing Ld‘;’;lyl :dokrhﬂlg T-ll- :::“)* ..l:.l:l::t ::::

Amer- )is dying out, each time 1 wished to ‘1m HUC SOW 2 CIOpe :
legumes.

have them shod I was able to find
) a person to put them on; 1 carried
- a set of shoes for each horse and it
wasn’'t till about 100 miles from
Port Augusta that I had to wuse

p Aus-

We again crossed the border in-
to South Australia, this time at
Pinnaroo. In many places 1 received
hospitality from the Country Wo-

them. One set of shoes lasted mens Association, who were ex-
416 miles! tremely kind in arranging beds,

After the wheat country we €tc, for me. These women work tor
moved into the main irrigation the better conditions of the women

‘area of Australia called the River-
ina. It is a large district wusing
water from the Murrumbidgee Riv-
er. It is 1rrigated by various meth-
ods, through canals with pumps

in the country and do a great deal
of hard work for various worth-
while causes. Thus 1 had the won-
derful chance to meet many fam-
1lies I would never have met other-

It took me four wee

k““: tk‘ * .
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plete the last 375 miles -

of my jour. &

and water wheels, reticulation WIS€. ne '\}t‘ T here were N0 incidents o
actually on the {'iver, and a series Recrossing the Murray River, at i‘:};ctlhmg “"Etsm}L I had bﬁ:,‘:\m; |
of dams used mainly for stock wat- Purnong landing, on a ferry, we t:t = to the foolish drivers and in-
ering. Here rice, fat lambs, wheat moved on into the Barrossa Valley t:&bt?d SPectators  and wire &Id
and oranges are grown, and due to where the wine, known all over thg: Ottles on the side of the rosd -
the irrigation it is one of the rich- . harses arrived in Pe i gy

world is grown. This country is
very like England, and here one
sees many deciduous trees, a great
relief to the eyes after the inter-

Yy rth j -
able (\mdltnm att er 1 h&ilrn ;::?b m‘ g
and 1 sold &noke.m\‘ k’t\“pj 3 rntt}‘
Dinkum and Digger e e B

During the

est land areas in Australia today.
griﬂiths 1s the main centre for the
irrigation. It is really a thriving
town and most attractive to the vis-

o minable Gum trees which, though Journey
| Itﬂ;, with the atmosphere of growth very beautiful, one ceases to no-t:;g s Siwnk, ad “hout
and @ great future. ' after a while, "¢ cast recordings f

From here we went into the salt

bush plains around Hay, and this A i e -

Reaching Laura. I was asked to
- geday and was taken into




