Butch Cassidy and the Long Riders — s st o rscs
A Forgotten Historical Connection

Thanks to Hollywood, the names “Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid” are a5 familiar as “Batman
and Robin.™

But what about “Butch Cassidy wnd Roger
Pocock™

What if 1 told you that instend of celebrating rob-
hery and murder, we could instead be Lilking abour
exploration and covrage? What if you discovered tha
Cassidy and Pocock were involved in the creation.
undl riding. of the most icredible equestrian il
and journey, in North American history?

Would thar intrigue vou? Would vou wonder why
pop culmre celebraes Cassidy but ignores Pocock?
Rocer Pocork — Bouesen Hrro

Hidden inside the litle words “Roger Pocock™. is
a man whose lile vwas so big that it ran the length
of the noworious Cuilaw Trail, splashed over into the
creation of a citizen's militia that is still flourishing
and left behind one of the most imporeant equestrian
legacies of the early 20th ceniure [lowever, vou may
be asking yourself, if that's so then why have I never
heard of him?

Blame it on Hollowood. if vou like. or tuke into con-

sideration Pocock's own modesty. For though he servived
more truc-life adventures, than anv celluloid hero, this
English Long Rider’s life has lain in the shadows for wo
long,

The only man 1o vide the entire length of the Ouilaw
trail Jeft England in the late 1880s and joined the newl
formed Roval Canadian Kotthwest Mounted Police, com-
monly known as the Mountics, There he fought beside
and learned frontier love from the freedom-loving Mount-
e, those mastees of horses and wilderness skills, whose
manly virlues influenced Pocock for the rest of his life.

Like meany Long Riders before, and after, him, Pocock
was inspired to take to the saddle because of the accom-
ishments of another cquestrian traveller. In this case,
it was the zstonishing ride done in 1889 by (he Cossack,
Licutenant Dmitri Peshkes, who had ridden his Yako
pany, Seriv, 5,500 miles across Siberia to the Czar's pal-
ace 4t St Petershurg, That journey across snow-covered
Russia had lasted 193 diys and fuened the wugh Cossack
into a natonal hero.

From his adopted home in Canada, Pocock realized
that Peshkev’s journer had set an unvivaled record for
teavel on a road. But anvther stndard might be met. The
Mountie-mrned-Long, Rider might atempt to make the
most dangerous equestrian journey ever ridden over what
he casually called “difficult ground.” In fact, Pocock was
detemined o find and ride the shadowy Outlaw Trail that
supposgdly ran across three countries,

Though he rode more than 3,000
witles evoss some of the most

hostile terrain in North Asmerica,
Long Rider Roger Pocock

brought bis horses into Mexico —
Cf(}-‘ in excellent conditin.

Tue Axerican Rozsis Hoan
Emter Buich Cassidy:
One of most notorieus outlaws of the Old West, Cas-

sidly was the preearious leader of & loose confederation

of criminals known as the Wild Bunch. During the late
1ioth cenrury the group, including Cassidvs handsome
confederate, the Sundance Rid, plundered banks, robbed
trains andl killed citizens across a vast expanse of the sill
raw Ametican frontier, Even though Hollwood popalae
ized Eheir exploits in the 1969 Glm string Paul Newm:n
amdl Robert Redford, depicting them more as mischievous
schoolbovs than larcenous misfits, hoth men willingle
rode and rohbed alyngside notorious murderers such as

Kid Curry:

Thus, there was 4 very real danger involeed in
approaching this band of aemed scolllaws. Moreover,
they were known W inhabit a series of remole hideouts
designed to disconrage all but the bravest horsemen lrom
FEOMLENG Mo nedr.

Yet that’s exactly what Roger Pocock did in 1899; he
mounted his horse and sought them out, Did T mentivn
he was unarmed?

The Ouvriws T

There were 2 number of important trails that helped
define the creation of the United States: The Trail of Tears
wis lhe route the Cherokee Indians were forced 1o walk
when thes were compelled to move from Georgia to Olda-
homa in fhe 18505, The Oregon Trail was the wagon road
used by pioneers travelling from Missouri to Orezon in
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id Juarez

the 1840k The Chisholm Trail was psed during the 18705 1o
drive cattle overland foon the Texas plains to the railbead in
Hansas.

Then there was the Cutlay Triil.

While pedestrians, wagons dnd cattle moved across America
wia these acceptable and well-established routes. 2 shadowr
equestrian. path teached from 4 series of oudav-inbabiied
Canadian caves, south through the mest inhospiible regions
of the American west, and termninated] more than 3,000 miles
away in the rough and nnble republic of Mexico. Several
things have sel this murky thoreushtare apart from its socially
acceptable covsins,

One, it was never properly mapped, nor did any one individ-
ual ever apparently buow all of its movriad parts. It wes 2 romor,
Tt was a theeat, Nevertheless, itwas also reqularly teavelled, and
not by well-intentioned members of either American or Cana
dian society. This hoings s Lo pednt b, The Outlae Trail was
emploved. enjoved and inhabited by desperadoes whose pri-
mary purpose was fo delay detection and avoid wreest. Unlike
the pioneers whose Oregon Trail ran from east (o west and can
«till be seen knlay, the Crutlaw Trail was e domain of bad men
who wok their geographic secrets 1o the geave. Finalls, volike
the other historic arteries coursing through the country, the
Ot ‘Trafl was the only one specifically meant for eguesitan
travellers, T was 5o rugged, extreme, dangerous, life-threaien-
ing and remote that pedesteians, oxen, wagons, caitie, women,
children, any and all of the elements thar defned normal 10th
century American travel, were discouraged from ever wsing ic

Tt was. i a word, a leack that desperate men on bold horses
undertook when proseoted with situations requicing eseeme
MCASULES,

Fismesiz 1z Wi Bursen

With the Rocky Mountains oo his tght, Pocock st oui on
June 28, 1890, Le was monnted on a stordy Canadian range
horse, and he Jed two tough pack ponies. Pocock wasny
anempting 1o break any speed records. Tn fact, realizng the
larsh nature of the countee alead, he just wanied o surive,
His aim was to be the fiest person ever to ride from Canada
into the heart of Mexice wlong the harardows el freguented
by Cassidy and his coborts. Nalf journalist, half cquesirfan
explorer, the everobservant Pocock kept careful notes as he
rode, recording in his diary how he was befriendsd by Black.
foot Indians, welcomed by ranchers, and dined with solitary
selllers.

As be ventured forther southeard, the real challenge
became more apparent when the lone horseman began ining
tay discower bow he could locate and pencirate into Cassidy's
outlaw sieonghold. As Pocock discovered, soving thai vou're
ooing ro ride up o Robber's Roost & one thing, sccomplishing
it gpuite another,

“T cross-excanined men whom T knew 10 he robbers, and
they lied cheerfully wo theow me off the scear,” Pocock recalled
in @ serics of reporrs he filed with 4 London paper. Nex, he
recalled seeking answers lrom “homest men whe spoke i low
underlones, for they did so at the risk of their lves.”

Things got worse when he reached the remote village of
Sontecello, Prah and asked for a guide. Believing him 1o be

a wanted man on the run, the villagers shunned him as an
T ETE

“No man dared 0 help me, nor dare | bazard men’s lives by
telling how | finally ot the facts which are now published for
the first time,” he later wrole. Therefore, armed onle with his
trusty Kodak camera, the inteepid Cnglishman rede into the
wilderness in scarch of Cassidy, Pocock was, however, awire
of the danger he was riding in to.

“T liave been fourteen vears on the frontier and know the
west from the Beving Steait to Mexico. Working and living with
desperadoes, | have, in tmes past beon once peardy marconed
o 4 deserlisland, onee nearly hmohed as 2 spyand once nearly
shot in a gunfight. 1 onght te know oudavs by this dme.”

Tae Roesers Rovst

Povock doesn't say what he expected to find when he rode
into Cassich's hideoul e the traveller did record how the
templation o agerandize the outlaws was alreade well estal-
lished by the American media, According to a New York news-
paper of he time, Cassidy's "Robher's Roost” was a sironghold
consisting of 4 fovified cave equipped with machine guns,
suarded by senlries and ooly approached by one tmil. This
stromehald Bintasy also supposedly hacd 2 orand piano, electric
lizchts s telephanes.

Whal Pocock found was a far onv from the exagoerated
claims made by New Yok hacks. The Long Rider discovered
Insteqd a simple lon house, some corrals, 1 spring of water and
a pasiure for the oullaw’s horses. The surrounding clifls served
as a fence 1o keep stolen cattle in and the law out

“lmaginadon is the soul of journalism,” Pocock noted. Con-
seaquently, when he reported the exaseerations to Cassidy and
his gang, he ohserved their benused reaction. *T have 1alked o
the outlaws and seen heir hard mouths psist into an vely orin
over these Inventions,”

Fven i Pocock dide't And :x grand pizno in 2 cave, what
lie confirmed was the exisience of an equesirian wavel sysiem
which has never heen properls understood or documented.

One of the most important principles of Iiving In pre-20th
centure America was that i v rn into trouble, you coul
always pull up, change vour name, and head wesl lowards
satety and anonymine The frontier thus served as a hasy safeqr
valee for senled people who embraced civilized procedures,
Bul as the 19th centory drew o a close, the once lawless
expanse which had provided shelter w America’s bad men had
shrunk to a shadow of its fermer blood-soaked dimensions,

Judge Parker, the “Hinging Judge”, had conguerad the law-

less Okl Tevritene Texas cow towns thal once hiasted
of their salocns were now overrun with churches, Montana
wats full of minees, The Daliotas were swarming with farmers,
Where could a man g after 4 killing or 2 robhen? The only
prart of the untamed west Jefl 1o flee 1o was 2 narrow corridor of
desert and mountains running from Canada to Mexico.
Moreover, society ad changed as well. Eardy lawhreakers
conld count on finding refuge with [Hendly locals. As 1he law
arew stronger, (inding help hecame more difficuls It was ang
thing to give 5 man a meal and put kim op for 2 aight in vour
remote cabing something different to hide him lor wesks.



The answer, Buteh Cassidy conld hive real-
irel, lay hidlden in his peliteal and religions
past,

BurcH Cassipy - EquesTrIAN STRATEGIST

As a schoolchild growing up in raral Utih,
Cassily wanld have been cxposed o swories
about the origivd Underground  Railroad.
Beginning in 1810, black shwes in the Ameri-
can sputh fook advanmge of an infmal net-
veork of secret routes and safe houses (hat
aided the fugitives o escape as far nocth as
Canaudy, Due to the visk of discovery, informa-
tinn sthout routes and safe havens was passed
along by word of mouth, As an additonal salste
measnre, mang peaple associated with the sys-
tene omly lavew thedr parl of te operation and
nol the entire roge:,

What wasn't common knowledge outside of
Ltah was that this concept had been revved
nearly g hundred vears later when members of
The Chureh of Jesus Christ of Lauer-day Saints,
in which Cassidy was raised, construceed a
new anderground railivad running south into
Mexivo. This oceorred when Mormons heman
10 come under pressure trom the U8, govern-
ment iy cease the practice of plural marriage.

In response fe ani-polvesany legislation and
as fear of legd punishment increased, hegin-
ning in 1885 pokeamous familics moved in
seerct along 2 new undergronnd  raileoad.
They followed a clandestine roue called the
“Mormon Corridor™ sowth 1o the Sierra Madre
Monntains in Mexiceg.

Thus, when Boger Pocock cocountered
Butch Gassidy, he enconntered a man who had
apparenlly incorporated the concepts of these
o previcus undersreund railroads, so as o
COedTe A unique equestan escape svstent, The
result wis o shadowy roule that himctioned on
the same principles as those which bad allowed
both runaway slaves deeing north, and Mor
mons escaping south, w evide their parsyers,

Cassicys Wil Bunch had a network of safe
hovges, vemale ranches, sccret water holes,
obsenre trails and o wrusted networls of infor-
mants whe assisted the robber riders an their
way. According 1o Pocock, the disciplined
gang published encoded secror messages in
local papers, as o where they would meet for
a robbery w0 corain dme al place, Prear-
ranged vebuws of Fist horses, cither bought or
stolen, aided the vutkovs in their escape after
arobbery,

The resnlt saw e Wild Bonch fivohved in
4 siring of luerative robherics ranging [rom
Idaba, Montana, Wyemning, South Dakota,
Mevada, Urah and Mew Mexico. Along the wag,
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Tragically, like so many other amazing eqin-
trisan axchievenents from that era, the immensity
of Pocock's equestrian achicvement wis-3
shoved aside by the advent of the néw aitor
ae. By the time Hollvwood hecame diler-
ested in Butch and $undance, the rentadable
tide of the English Long Bider bad Fuled from
memors: ol
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agy based om an erroneans move, not Roger
Pocack's accurte accounts of riding ol the
Outk Trail, -
While Butch and Sundance will verngine g
inferest, it is time they share the spoilight with,
Long Mider Boger Pocovck. Whae all of these
gvents, hoth pase and present, domaonstrate
there is an immediane necd for serous -
demic smdy related 1 Reger Pocock, Butch
Caessidly and the Owtlaw Teail they botlh rode.
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CASSIDY MURDER

A Long Rer?

Read the details about this
mystery by looking online at
www.imcowgirl.com
for the complete story.

Get Long Rider Roger Pocock Adventure Bo oks!

FoLLowinG THE FRONTIER
AN EPIC EQUESTRIAN JOURNEY ALONG THE INFAMOUS
Ouriaw Thai ro meer Buren Cassipy - Bk Fan
Fizgger Ponork was an snglishman v oee males of wanderhs?
A zdquestrizn Edvonturs wen ninemeth certury e classins
Eoviaag the Soatieris considerzd Dis beslwork desiling 4
it dlezes s ey araeniurss o Horth Amence. Alaugh 1oz
autek ppeaprical szveart raads Phe ficdier, itisin faczonly
the first hal*of his rerna sz ble [z,
“cnck beiing his tale b wsplan ng e
joirt e Caniailian MAcarties in (225 Facack
teenth centur

2 he caine 1o
erton e
sstinfLotia

rian traseders,

Mlbioun considerad oz ol 12 Frestwaitens of the

L ey, Pk stoiy is mcre then 1313 !

[terzre acvertiue, I akes the maderinge backwoods, along L
idden pazis, ang inso oo den ol angz

Horses

THE CELEBRATED STUDY OF MANKIND'S CLOSEST ALLY,

BY THE DISTINGUISHED FRONTIER PHILOSOPHER
i Foppe i

Jstudent o7 equing behe

Hiies s s IETID

e BiiTas armre, st

First Wil Wer.

Wtk b bursieg oveliead, Pacock o ot

Fs g e, | etgning

g "When e
s ez g o hlame”

Fzre e is a e s rpiezz” of 2 ostrian sy, "
pennesd by one of the most uniaue men eves Lmon 4 s or il g pen, I|

Qurriper oF EMmpire
Tue Lire ano Aoventures oF Rocer Pocock
- S CFTERET AT,

[~ hiis bz,
Reger Focok, aud plished severa
[rings, seme o’ them azimentional ot 2 of thes
il 221 = A, T2 Az ouris i

This eproune brzaking i
paeg sy el 4 ma ol action bt as unpar|
scholar znd 2 trusted comiess

CUstizn
iy

sty o of ifeand iz lell
Teiniey o B, 15 enzilahl2 <z the Univesit ozta Piess,

s ez | Beckstop or iz Bames & 42zl an-line,

Fouawene rae Frowvies aND Hogses ARE AvaiLABLE FROM Horse Travel Books
WWW. HORSETRAVELBOOKS.COM
OR AT YOUR LOCAL ROOKSHOP of VIA Barnes & HoBLE on-LIRE.

HorseTravc[E)oeks.com



