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RO UNDUP

Pocock and Cassidy
Roger Pocock, who had come to Canada
[ron England and had joined the Roval
Canadian Mounted Palice in the lale 1880s,
was determined 1o ride on the so-callad
Outlaw Trail fram Canada to Mexico. On
this Lrail. men like Butch Cassidy and his
Wild Bunch could make getavays and find
ranch work without worrying about their
employers asking 4 lol of questions.
Pocock mounted up and hit the Lrail on
T 28, 1899, armed only with 3 Kodalk
camerd. He made stops at such outlaw
hideouts as Hole-in-Lhe-wWall (Whoming]
and Browrs Park (Utah-Colorado bordery.
I desolate southeastern ab, he asked
ahiosul theWild Bunch shronghold known as
Robbers' Roost. "1 cross-coamined men
whom 1 knew 10 be robbers, and Uey lied
cheerfully o throw me off the scent,” he
wrtle Inoa 1900 [0-pact London news-
paper series. He found the stronghold
anyvwiry, though rumors that it was a cave
with electric lights and defended by a ma-
chine gun prived lalse, “1 have lked 1o the
outlaws," he wrote, “and seen their hard
menths lwislLinto anugly grinover thesein-
ventions.” Une of the outlaws was Cassidy
himself. Pocock heard derails of the equine
cscape sysLer (safe ranches, water holes,
obsere Lradls, a msted nevwork of inform-
ands) that CuChullaine OFReilly of fhe Loog
Riders’ Guild described as “an under-
oround railread for mounted putlawes.”
Pococks recollections of his historic ride
are in his autebiography, Following the
Fronrier {Long Riders’ Guild Press, 2001).
After bicleling gond -
e Lo Butch and the
boys, Pocock con-
tnnped on hus way
through the unforgiy-
ing <leserts af soulh-
o Utah and Arizona
Territore He ended
up riding three good
horses some 3,600
miles te Mexico Citye
“The irmmensisty of
Pocock's equestrian
achicvemenl was
soom shoved aside by
the advent of the new
motor age,” O'Reilly
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saliel, Pocock's meetingwith Ciassidy and his
amitzing ride are detailed in the 2008 biog-
raplyy Oservider of Ernapire: The Life and Ad-
serittires of Noger Pocock (University of Al-
bertn Press), by Geoffrey Poceck o
telation), Did the long-riding Pocock ever
take a photo of Butch Cassidy at llobbers’
Roost? OFReilly says its likely. To see more
an the Guild and to read Pocock's just pub-
lishied original Outlaw Trail articles, see
wwwthelongridesseuild.com. To order a
copy of Flfowing the Fronlier, visir
wiwhorselavelbooks.com.



